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“Search the Scriptures…They are they which testify of Me.”  John 5:39
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Commentary on Romans

Chapter 4

We enter now, into another realm of this most provocative Epistle of Paul.  Verse one states, “What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh… moving then to verse two, “For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof, to glory: but not before God.  Vs. 3: “For what saith the scripture?  Abraham believed God and it was counted unto him for righteousness.”  What the Apostle is explaining, is the fact that works, of themselves, are meaningless.  It is our “faith” which sets us apart.  Abraham and his “faith” toward God, were the cornerstones for the embodiment of the Jewish religion.  Please make note of the fact that Abraham was a Gentile, not a Jew, when God called him to be the father of that great nation.  Abraham, himself, was the leader of the Jewish nation, as God ordained.  Why? Because,  Abraham “Believed”.  And so our faith, to this day, rests upon our “belief”.  Total faith is so simple, yet so complex, that the common man cannot comprehend it.  And yet, we proclaim this as the information age!!  Go figure!! This gets even more compelling as we progress through this Chapter.
Verse’s 4—5; “Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifeth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness”.  In other words he that tries to work his way into heaven, is not coming to God through grace, but rather attempting to satisfy a debt unto God.  Therefore one who “believes” in Christ, even the ungodly (Gentiles), his faith is counted unto him for righteousness, because he “believes and has faith in the blood of Jesus”, who died on the cross for our transgressions. 
Verse 6—16; “Even as David also described the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputed righteousness without works, saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.  Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcison also?  For we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness.  How was it then reckoned? (Paraphase… After he had been circumcised, or before he was circumcised.”  The fact is his faith was reckoned for righteousness, not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision.  In other words, before he became the “father” of the Jewish nation, which of course, means while he was as yet uncircumcised, being a Gentile.) “And received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised: that righteousness might be imputed unto them also:  And the father of circumcision to them who are not of circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had, being yet uncircumcised.  For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.  For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect:  Because the law worketh wrath; for where no law is, there is no transgression.  Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all”. 
Circumcision was a seal of the covenant or agreement between God and Abraham.  As you will recall, Abraham was nearly 100 years old.  Nevertheless, before God appointed him as the heir of the Jewish nation, God required him and all his sons to be circumcised, as a sign of the difference between Jew and Gentile. This was Abraham’s part of the deal.  Therefore Abraham is the father of all of us in the family of faith, both Jew and Gentile, because he both believed and obeyed God. 
We shall skip to verse 19—25:  “And being not weak in faith, he (Abraham) considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah’s womb (Sarah was well into her nineties, yet they conceived  their son, Isaac), He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded that, what He (God)  had promised, He was able also to perform.  And therefore it was imputed to him (Abraham) for righteousness.  Now it was not written for his (Abraham) sake alone, that it was imputed to him; but for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on Him (God the Father) that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification”.
There are some in our audience who will undoubtedly proclaim, how do you correlate this with the Book of James, Chapter 2 and verse 24 which states: “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only”. This is a fair objection, but it falls short of the mark. If one would take the time to read down to verse 26, of this same Chapter; of James; which reads; “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also”.  James is making the same point as that of Paul.  The slight difference is that these are two aspects of the same one truth.  Paul speaks of that which justifies man before God, viz: faith alone, wholly apart from works; James of the proof before men. God sees faith, men see works, as the visible evidence of faith. Man cannot see faith except as manifested through works; whereas, God views the heart of man, which is that of faith.  Man looks upon the visible, God looks upon the spiritual. One may wave the flag, of Christianity, but the act in itself, does not guarantee your eternal destination.  It is the heart wherein, God judges man.  I have often stated that many claim Christ, but they do not know Him.  I would suggest that you take the time to become more acquainted with the Lord of your life, for if you are indeed a Christian, you shall spend eternity with Him.  Learn now, for the end in this life, draweth nigh! How many pledge alliance, but in reality, have no allegiance whatsoever?
To save you from having to refer to a dictionary; (however I would encourage you to do so in order to validate my interpretation), allow me to explain the difference between alliance and, allegiance.  An alliance is a common bond; whereas an allegiance is a loyalty to the cause; therefore many will agree to an alliance, but few will commit to an allegiance, the cause. We pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, for which it stands One Nation under God!   Thus it is with our Lord.  Many agree, and claim their blessedness and feel safe in their alliance, but few commit to the allegiance God requires!!  The difference is vast and will only be taken up by our Lord, at the Judgment seat.  A classic example is that many nations are quick to proclaim their alliance with the United States of America, but none adopt an allegiance to our nation.  We have many Allies, but who has pledged an allegiance?
